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Disclaimer 

Mention  oF  any  company  or  product  does  not  constitute  endorsement  by  the  National  Institute 
For  Occupational  Safety  and  Health  (NIOSH).  In  addition,  citations  to  websites  external 
to  NIOSH  do  not  constitute  NIOSH  endorsement  oF  the  sponsoring  organizations  or  their 
programs  or  products.  Furthermore,  NIOSH  is  not  responsible  For  the  content  oF  these  websites. 
All  Web  addresses  reFerenced  in  this  document  were  accessible  as  oF  the  publication  date. 
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Background  Information 

The  information  in  this  publication  is  based  on  NIOSH  supported  research;  Nail  Gun  SaFety: 
A  Guide  For  Construction  Contractors  (NIOSH  Publication  No.  2011-202/OSHA  Publication 
No.  3459-8-11);  and  Focus  group  discussions  with  residential  building  subcontractors,  saFety 
specialists  and  workers. 

New  nail  gun  users  must  receive  saFety  training,  not  just  a  copy  oF  this  publication.  SaFety  training 
requirements  are  described  in  detail  in  Nail  Gun  SaFety:  A  Guide  For  Construction  Contractors 
and  can  be  viewed  and  printed  or  downloaded  From  www.cdc.gov/niosh/docs/2011-202/. 

More  inFormation  about  OSHA  power  tool  regulations  mentioned  on  pages  4-5  can  be  Found 
in  Hand  and  Power  Tools,  OSHA  Publication  No.  3080  2002  (Revised)  www.osha.gov/ 
Publico  tions/osha3080.pdF. 
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•  Removing  the  safety  tip 
spring  or  disabling  any  safety 
device  increases  the  risk  oF 
injury.  OS  HA  prohibits  doing 
these  things* 

•  Use  the  "single  shot"  trigger 
(also  called  Full  sequential 
trigger)  when  possible. 


•  Ask  your  employer  For  nail 
gun  safety  training  if  you  are 
a  new  user.  OSHA  requires 
this  training.  Ask  how  the 
diFFerent  triggers  and  safety 
devices  work: 

•  Know  what  type  oF  trigger  you 
are  using  before  you 
start  working. 


•Hold  and  carry  the  nail  gun  with 
your  Finger  OFF  the  trigger. 

•  Keep  co-workers  out  oF  your  line 

of  fire, 

•  Clear  a  nail  jam  after  you 
disconnect  the  hose. 

•  Shoot  the  bottom  nail  First  when 
Fastening  a  stud  to  a  plate. 

•  Know  where  the  studs  or  joists  are 
when  shooting  plywood  or  OSB. 


•  Keep  your  Free  hand,  not  holding 
the  gun,  as  Far  From  the  nailing 
location  as  possible  (12  inches  or 
more  is  best). 

•  Use  extra  care  when  toe  nailing! 
nailing  in  tight  spaces,  From  a  ladder, 
or  with  the  gun  above  your  head. 

•  Allow  space  For  nail  gun  recoil 
("kickback")  and  don't  try  to  stop 
or  Fight  this  recoil. 

•  Use  your  dominant  hand  to  operate 
a  nail  gun. 


-4- 


KM 


•  Check  lumber  for  knots,  nails, 
straps,  or  other  things  that  can 
cause  a  nail  ricochet  or 
deflection. 

•  Only  use  a  hammer,  palm  nailer 
or  positive  placement  teco 
nailer  For  Fastening  metal 
straps  or  other  connectors. 


Use  extra  care  with  warped  or 
twisted  lumber. 

Good  planning  oF  material 
storage  and  layout  can  save 
more  job  time  than  the  choice 
of  trigger. 


Always  wear  eye  protection, 
hard  hat,  safety  shoes,  and 
hearing  protection  as  required 
by  OSHA. 

Never  horseplay  or  fool  around 
with  nail  guns. 

Seek  medical  treatment  imme- 
diately if  injured  with  a  nail  gun. 

Work  only  as  fast  as  you  can 
safely  control  the  nail  gun. 
Resist  pressure  to  work  Faster. 


•  Check  your  nail 
gun,  air  hose,  hose 
Fittings,  and 
compressor  to 
make  sure  they 
work  properly.  Use 
only  tools  and 
equipment  that 
work  properly. 

•  Hake  sure  your 
air  pressure  is  in 
the  recommended 
range,  usually  80 
to  120  psi. 


•  Nail  guns  should 
be  lubricated  on  a 
regular  basis. 

•  Don't  lift,  lower, 
or  carry  your  nail 
gun  by  the  air 

hose. 

•  Disconnect  the  air 
hose  when 
clearing  a  nail  jam 
or  doing  any 
maintenance  on 
the  nail  gun. 
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SrosH 

Delivering  on  the  Nation's  promise: 
Safety  and  health  at  work  for  all  people 
through  research  and  prevention 


To  receive  NIOSH  documents  or  more  information  about  occupational 
safety  and  health  topics,  contact  NIOSH  at 

1-800-CDC-INFO  (1-800-232-4636) 
TTY:  1-888-232-6348 
CDC  iNFO:  www.cdc.gov/info 

or  visit  the  NIOSH  Web  site  at  www.cdc.gov/niosh 

For  a  monthly  update  on  news  at  NIOSH,  subscribe  to  NIOSH  eNews 
by  visiting  www.cdc.gov/niosh/eNews. 
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